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In Rivers in the Desert, the late archaeologist Nelson Glueck 
writes, “It may be clearly stated categorically that no 
archaeological discovery has ever controverted a single 
biblical reference.  Scores of archaeological findings have been 
made which confirm in clear outline or exact detail historical 
statements in the Bible.” (p. 136).  While archaeology cannot 
verify Scripture, it can demonstrate the historicity of the 
accounts.  This past year was no exception.  The field of 

archaeology has uncovered some 
significant finds over the past 
twelve months.  Here is a list of 
some of the greatest biblical 
archaeological finds in 2013:    

•Earliest alphabetic text of Jerusalem.  Dating from the tenth 
century BC, this proto-Canaanite script was found inscribed 
on a piece of pottery.

•Only known sphinx found in Hazor.   Inscribed to Menkaure     
(c. 2,500 BC), this is the only known sphinx found in the world 
which belongs to this Egyptian king.  It is also the only known 
sphinx found in Israel.  The sphinx may have been given as a 

gift to Hazor--a Canaanite city known as “the head of all those 
kingdoms” (cf. Josh 11.10).

•Elah palace at Khirbet Qeiyafa.  
This facility is most likely 
where young David met with 
Saul before the battle with 
Goliath (1 Sam 17).   David 
may have also used this 
palace after his ascension to 
the throne. Most significantly,  
this palace demonstrates that 
Israel was a well established 
and highly organized 
country before the time of 
David.

•Egyptian scarab of Khirbet 
el-Maqatir.   This scarab 
confirms the dating of 
the pottery around the 
Late Bronze I period, and 
further supports that this is the site of Ai-one of the cities 
destroyed by Joshua (cf. Josh 8.28).

•Starvation during the Roman siege.  The Roman siege of 
Jerusalem during the First Jewish Revolt in the first century, 
AD. forced many of the city’s residents into starvation.  In a 
small cistern near the Western Wall, was found evidence of 
individuals eating in secrecy.
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This past October, Ancient Tours 
led a tour to Laodicea and 
observed some of the significant 
archaeological work taking place 
at this site.

David takes his photo with Dr. Rami Arav, 
leading archaeologist who rediscovered and 
identified Bethsaida.  This past season brings 
some interesting finds in this Galilean site.

Recently discovered Hittite artifacts in Istanbul 
could soon force a rewrite in history books as 
these finds demonstrate that the Hittites 
actually ventured onto the European continent, 
having previously been assumed to have 
remained only in Asia.  Do you remember who 
purchased a cave at Machpelah, in the field of a 
Hittite?  (clue:  see Gen 23.20).
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Upcoming Tours
We are excited about our next two upcoming tours in the next 
several months.  There is still room in either tour.  We would love 
to have you join us!

  Israel Tour ~  May 9-20, 2014
Sponsored by Westbridge Church of Danville, Indiana, and 
the church’s associate pastor, Tyson Herald.  Additional 
churches joining 
this tour include 
Bible Baptist 
Church of 
Kokomo and 
Hamilton Hills 
in Fishers.

  Israel Tour ~ June 6-17, 2014
Sponsored by College Park Church of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and Pastor Dale Shaw and his wife.  

Additional tours are also currently being scheduled for 2014 
and 2015.  If you are interested in hosting a tour, please feel 
free to contact us.  If you are considering joining us on one of 
these upcoming journeys, let us encourage you to do so.  
Come watch the Scriptures turn from black and white to 
Technicolor!

Recent Tour
This past October we had an opportunity to travel to Turkey 
and Greece with a group from First Baptist Church in 
Crawfordsville, Indiana.  What a great privilege it was to 
retrace the steps of Paul’s second and third missionary 
journeys!  Highlights of the trip included a communion 
service at Philippi, the opportunity to reenact the scene of 
Acts 19 in the theater at Ephesus, observations of the 
incredible archaeological work that is taking place at 
Ephesus, and participation in a service at the top of Mars 

Hill in Athens.  
Indeed, amazing 
experiences for all of 
us.

May this new year be 
marked with joy, 
peace, and grace, as 
you faithfully serve 
our Lord.

Blessings to you,  
~ Rich and David

For additional 
information concerning our upcoming tours, 
you may visit our website or contact us at:

12896 Reedy Court
Carmel, IN  46932
Ph:  937-545-1856

Email:  ancienttours@gmail.com
Website:  www.ancienttours.org

Pastor Isaac Zull 
demonstrating the use of 
the baptismal tank at the 
Basilica of St. John in 
Ephesus on our recent tour 
of Turkey and Greece.
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Rich teaching at the main 
basilica in Philippi.

The Cooks standing in the 
ruins of the basilica at 
Nicea.
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