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“I was glad because they said to me, ‘We will go the LORD’s 
temple.’  Our feet are standing inside your gates, O 
Jerusalem,” writes the psalmist (Ps 122:1-2).  Indeed, this past 
year has been filled with great joy as we have had the 
opportunity to journey with nearly seventy adults to the land 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob!  The blessing to have “devotions 
with your feet” as you study the Word of God in the land is 
undoubtedly one of life’s greatest highlights for the believer!  

This newsletter seeks 
to provide you with a 
brief update on the 
current happenings in 
biblical archaeology as 
well as the exciting 
opportunities with 
Ancient Tours.  The 
Lord’s richest 
blessings to you!  

Recent Archaeological 
Findings
Old Testament Find
In recent excavations by the Khirbet Qeiyafa Archaeological 
Project, “The Elah Fortress,” was found, and the ruins of an 
Iron Age I (1000 BC, time of David) complex were exposed.  

Consisting of massive walls, 
two-four chambered gates, 
and several buildings, it is 
obviously the work of a 
political kingdom with 
sufficient central control 
that enabled them to build 
and maintain such a 
massive complex. It is 

located in the Elah 
valley where David 
and Saul would have 
met, and hence, 
called by some, “The 
Fortress of Saul” (cf. 1 
Sam 17: 1-58).

 

New Testament 
Find
Excavations in 
southern Turkey 
have recently begun to uncover remains from ancient Derbe, a 

site of Paul’s missionary 
endeavors in Acts 14-16.  
Derbe was one of the only 
known New Testament 
sites left unexcavated in 
Turkey, along with 
Colossae and Lystra.  Just 
this month, a structure has 
been discovered that is 
believed to have served as 

a possible early Christian 
religious place.  

Devotions with Your Feet
It’s not just a tour, it’s a journey with eternal benefits.
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Pastors Eric Anderson and Joe 
Bartemus of College Park Church 

The first exhibition entirely 
dedicated to Herod the Great, 
Israel’s greatest builder and one 
of the most controversial figures 
in Jewish history,
 is currently held at the Israel 
Museum.  For further details, 
visit http://www.imj.org.il/
exhibitions/presentation/
exhibit.asp?id=850

Explaining the idolatry at Tel Dan, Rich Blumenstock 
brings his expertise of the Old Testament to the land.

Recent archaeological work at Derbe.

Two	  of	  the	  four	  gate	  chambers	  of	  the	  Elah	  
Fortress
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Upcoming Tours
We are excited about three upcoming tours in the next several 
months.  

  Retracing the Steps of the Apostle Paul - Tour 
of Turkey and Greece ~ October 2-14, 2013

Sponsored by First Baptist Church of Crawfordsville, 
Indiana and the church’s pastor, Isaac Zull, this tour will 
retrace Paul’s second and third missionary journeys and 
will visit all seven churches of Revelation 2 and 3.        

  Israel Tour ~       
May 9-20, 2014

Sponsored by 
Westbridge Church of 
Danville, Indiana, 
and the church’s 
associate pastor, 
Tyson Herald.

  Israel Tour ~ 
June 6-17, 2014

Sponsored by College Park Church of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, and Pastor Dale Shaw and his wife.  

Additional tours are also currently being scheduled for 2014 
and 2015.  If you are interested in hosting a tour, please feel 
free to contact us.  If you are considering joining us on one of 
these upcoming journeys, let us encourage you to do so.  
Come watch the Scriptures turn from black and white to 
Technicolor!

Recent Tours
Our two trips this past summer were sponsored by local 
churches.  Emmanuel Baptist Church out of Bloomington, 
Indiana, and the church’s senior pastor, Doug Schroeder, 
hosted the May trip.  
One of the high-
lights of the tour 
included listening 
to the Pastor’s wife, 
Kathy Schroeder, 
recite from memory 
the entire “Sermon 
on the Mount” on 
the north shore of 
the Sea of Galilee.  
We also experienced 
unusually cool 
weather.  We even 
saw some rain--a rare phenomenon in May!  This cleared the 
skies providing us with an unbelievable view of the land.  
Our second tour occurred in June.  Hosted by College Park 
Church of Indianapolis, this group traveled with two of their 
pastors--Eric Anderson and Joe Bartemus.  It was a privilege 
to have Pastor Eric lead us in worship through music, and 
Pastor Joe lead us in a communion service.

Both the May and June tour groups were able to experience 
the special Herod the Great exhibit at the Israel Museum.  
This incredible exhibit, only on display in 2012, highlights 
Herod’s spectacular engineering feats.  Likewise, both 
groups were also able to view the recent opening of a 
portion of the Solomonic wall and gate just south of the 
Temple Mount.  Needless to say, our resident Old Testament 
expert, Rich Blumenstock, was ecstatic!   

We are thankful to the Lord for both of these groups.  The 
friendships established, the memories created, and the 
insights gleaned will have an impact on all of us for years to 
come!

Blessings,  ~ Rich and David

Ancient T!rs, LLC
www.ancienttours.org

For additional information concerning our 
upcoming tours, you may visit our website 
or contact us at:

12896 Reedy Court
Carmel, IN  46932
Ph:  937-545-1856

Email:  ancienttours@gmail.com

David teaching 
on the Mount of 
Olives.

Are they horsing around or is David, our Israeli 
guide, Avi, and Rich reenacting ancient warfare?!

Amazing Fact:  Just 
in July, over 240,000 tourists 
traveled to Israel; a grand total of 
over two million visitors since the 
beginning of 2013!  This is a 1% rise 
since last year, and an 8% increase 
since 2011.
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