
Selecting a Tour to Israel
So you’re looking for a trip to the Holy Land. That’s wonderful!  An excursion to the 
land of the Bible is the dream of many and a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for all. 
With so many different tours being offered to the public today, how can you choose a 
trip that is right for you?  Below you will find a few pointers to assist you in your      
selection process.   

• Site Selection.  Every company has a philosophy behind their tours. Some attempt 
to provide a basic, pilgrimage to the Holy Land, others provide a vacation tour with a 
few religious sites, and some seek to give an in-depth look at the land from a Biblical 
perspective.  As you decide upon a tour for you be sure to note not only the        
company’s objectives, but also the specific sites included in a tour.  You will discern 
the philosophy of the company by investigating the itinerary for the tour.

• Local Guides & Tour Leaders.  Every tour of Israel is by law required to have a 
local guide. These guides are generally good for the average pilgrimage through the 
Holy Land. If, however, you want to learn the relation of the Scriptures to the land of 
the Bible you will need experienced leaders for the tour. Learn the credentials of the 
leader(s).  Are they well trained in Scripture, archaeology, history, and the land?  Is 
this person experienced in traveling to these various biblical sites?  Are there       
materials provided which will enhance your understanding of the land of Israel?

• Time of Year.  You will want to note the timeframe in which you are traveling to   
Israel and the length of your stay.  Contrary to popular belief, it does snow in Israel!  
Also, January and February are the rainy seasons.  There is a reason why April 
through June and September through November are peak tourist months in Israel.  
Obviously, when you travel and how long you stay will affect the price of the tour.

• Excursions.  Such places as the Western Wall Tunnel, the Burnt House, and   
Jericho are extra costs for a company.  Again, you will want to compare the           
itineraries.  Be sure to note if there are any additional costs for these and other     
excursions.  

• Accommodations.  The specific accommodations for the tour should be included 
in the promotional materials.  Check these hotels out on-line.  What are the ratings?  
Keep in mind that ratings in Israel, such as a three or four star hotel, have much 
variance in meaning.  This is why it is important to go on-line and examine         
comments from those who have stayed in these places.  In addition, note the            
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location of the hotel.  A 20-minute walk from the Old City of Jerusalem is less than 
ideal for sightseeing and shopping.

•  Meals.  Be aware of what meals are included in the overall cost of the trip.  
Lunches in Israel range from $15 to 25, while dinners can range from $15 to 30 
pending on the location.  Not including meals may lower the cost up front but will   
add costs during the trip. We would caution you not to skimp on the quality of the         
accommodations and food.  

•  Group Size.  Be sure to note the size of the tour. While a tour may number up to 
650, you have to ask what individual attention would you receive?  Will you have 
quality interaction with the leader(s) of the tour?        

• Free Time.  You will want to see if free time is included in the itinerary.  Most       
individuals desire some time to explore sites on their own, soak in the culture, and 
shop. Free time can be greatly reduced if you are staying at several hotels during 
your time in Israel. 

• Baggage.  Is baggage handling part of the tour? Changing hotels can be difficult, 
but with prepaid baggage handling you save much time and effort.   

As noted above, we desire for you to choose a trip to Israel that best accommodates 
you and your personal needs.  We hope as you travel to the Holy Land that you will 
experience biblical sites that will enhance your understanding and appreciation of 
the Bible forever.  Blessings to you, future Israel-bound traveler!
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